
Active Reading Note Taking / Annotation Guide 
 

PURPOSE: To interact with the text and guide you to understand difficult texts. 

 

DIRECTIONS: In your notebook, in a journal, on sticky notes OR directly in the text you are to 

engage with the text. You should look to Question, Predict, Visualize, Clarify, Connect, Respond, 
Summarize & Evaluate. When you interact with the text and annotate or note take you will 1. Begin to 
understand the text better by realizing when you lose understanding or become confused, 2. Make 
connections with parts that you like, and 3. Be able to use these notes to review what you have read 
before quizzes and to help you engage in class discussions!   

 

1. LABEL:  Chapter or page numbers for each set of notes 
 

2.  READ & Annotate or note take:  use the following symbols/codes to guide you OR develop 
your own. Reflect, ask questions, connect, and respond to what you read. 

Symbol / code what you are marking/noting example 

V =  

vocabulary  

new or confusing word V- pg10 “bewildered”   

 

* 

share/discuss/respond
    

An interesting point, quote or 

paragraph that you want to share 

or talk about.  

*- pg13 “cool” or “I wanna know 

more” 

 

* - p50 “I really like this quote-I 

would like to share it” 

?  

 

Ask a question 

A question about the reading or 

mark a place where you are 

confused. 

? – p 20 “why don’t they just move? 

or How come they are doing this, I 

don’t understand? 

 

X  

 

Prediction/answer 

 

X marks the spot of something 

that is important. Either a 

prediction for ending, or an 

answer to a previous question 

X – p21  ok, they don’t know they 

can’t! 

 

x- p24 This is a clue to the ending 

(foreshadow) 

C  

 

Connection 

This is a place that you can relate 

to either the character’s 

thoughts, actions, events, etc. 

C – p45  This is almost like in the 

last book I read… 

 

C – p30   I couldn’t do that! 

Draw a picture 

 

Visualize 

To get a clear picture of what is 

happening in the story. See, feel, 

hear, smell, taste, touch, etc. 

 

SUMMARIZE:  Summarize what you have read by providing at least three key plot events.. 

EVALUATE: Evaluate what you read by explaining what you think the importance and significance of 
this chapter/selection was.  What was the author trying to do with the characters, the theme, and/or the 
plot in this chapter/selection? 

 


